Septic shock.
Infection is problematic because it affects many patients (adults and children), is a major cause of death in intensive care units (ICU) worldwide, and uses a large amount of hospital resources. The mortality rate among patients with septic shock varies but approximates 40% in infected patients admitted to ICUs. Because of the large number of adults dying of sepsis, many resources are expended. Children are physiologically different from adults, but nonetheless, many similarities exist with respect to the response to septic shock.